
MEMORANDUM

TO: Rules Review Subcommittee of the Senate Commerce & Human Resources Committee and the
House Commerce & Human Resources Committee

FROM: Division Manager - Mike Nugent

DATE: October 05, 2015

SUBJECT: Department of Commerce

IDAPA 28.02.01 - Idaho Community Development Block Grant Program (ICDBG) - Proposed Rule
(Docket No. 28-0201-1501)

IDAPA 28.02.07 - Rules Governing the Administration of the IGEM Grant Program - Proposed Rule
(Docket No. 28-0207-1501)

The Department of Commerce is proposing to promulgate two sets of proposed rules relating to its Grants
Program. One set deals with the Idaho Community Development Block Grant Program and other deals with
the Administration of the IGEM Grant Program.

The first set of proposed rules are somewhat lengthy and encompass thirty-nine pages. In its notice of
intended agency action, the Department states that this set of proposed rules will help the Idaho Community
Development Block Grant Program align with its consolidated plan by eliminating confusing language, by
making needed date and other changes in the Code of Federal Regulations, would open the program up to most
Idaho cities and counties rather than small cities, will further define program eligible activities, will expand the
senior and community center set-aside to include public parks, will revise and remove some language regarding
urban renewal and urban blight and further revise verbiage and terminology.

The second set of proposed rules relating to the IDEM Grant program would provide for private industry
in partnership with the University of Idaho, Idaho State University or Boise State University, to take the lead in
applying for an IGEM grant as the three universities will remain the only eligible recipients of an IGEM grant.
Other changes are made in the proposed rules regard the application and commercialization of revenue as well
as making other grammatical corrections.

It appears both sets of proposed rules have been promulgated within the scope of statutory authority
granted to the Department of Commerce.
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